The Long Shadows Bike Rally
By Jamie Miernik and Morgan Andriulli
Sunday, October 18, was a bright, clear, cool and windy day for the Alabama Bicycle Coalition’s annual meeting and the Long Shadows Bike Rally.  Over 50 folks attended the Rally at the Lowe Mill Arts Center in Huntsville, Alabama for all or some of the activities.  
24 people participated in the afternoon bike rides.  The 38-mile route was led by local national road and world TT champion, Mike Olheiser, and AlaBike Board member Morgan Andriulli.  Olheiser, who is preparing for the 7-day late-season Tour of the Southland stage race in New Zealand, led the ride around a popular local loop and returned over the steep Cecil Ashburn Drive in time to catch a late afternoon fall sunset before returning to the Lowe Mill.  Several riders were very new to the sport, including one rider from Birmingham who had only purchased his bike the previous week.  He rode convincingly strong and steady in the group and can now brag he rode with a world champ on one of his first group outings.
A shorter 15–mile historic downtown tour, lead by Jamie Miernik and Matt Blevins, stopped at the popular Maple Hill Cemetery stroll.  All riders returned to a lively bike polo game in the parking lot followed by the tapping of two kegs of the ever popular Olde Towne beer.  (The Board wishes to thank Olde Towne founder Don Alan Hankins for his continued generous support of AlaBike and other community non-profits.)
Dinner followed with everyone raving over the smoked BBQ chicken and Peggy Ann Bakery lemon bars.  After a short AlaBike presentation, over 40 people watched the north Alabama premiere of the movie “Veer”.  It is a documentary that reveals the lively Portland, Oregon underground bike culture.  It follows a number of Portland bike groups, including the “Sprockettes” an urban mini-bike dance troupe and “Zoo Bombers”, an extra-legal urban bike downhill group, as well as several other more serious-minded Portland cycling activists.  Veer provided insight into a cross section of cycling culture not often seen beyond the racing and enthusiast communities.
AlaBike would like to thank all who came out locally and from Birmingham and elsewhere.  The sharp-looking event T-shirts proved quite popular and will be offered to new and renewing AlaBike members.  AlaBike gained 9 new members at the event and informed a few folks about progress made in cycling infrastructure and education.  We all had a grand time and thanks also to the Flying Monkey and Film Coop folks who helped create the perfect venue for the rally.

